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territorial State of the pre-Imperial time, in contradistinc-
tion to the State as rehabilitated in the adoption of a con-
stitution comprising a modicum of representative institu-
tions and parliamentary forms. The designation "dynastic7'
is still applicable, however j and in effect the constitutional
rehabilitation has not taken the German State out of the
category of patrimonial monarchies. The difference resulting
from the Imperial constitution is in large part a difference
in form and in administrative machinery $ it does not greatly
circumscribe the effectual powers, rights and discretion of
the Imperial crown 5 still less does it seriously limit the pow-
ers of the Prussian crown, or the dynastic claims of suze-
rainty vested in the Prussian succession. Even under the
constitution it is a government resting on the suzerainty of
the crown, not on the discretion of a parliamentary body. It
is, in other words, a government of constitutionally miti-
gated absolutism, not of parliamentary discretion tempered
with monarchy.
In the shift from particularism to the Empire no revo-
lutionary move was made, comparable with the change
initiated in the United Kingdom by the revolution of 16885
if such a shift to a democratic constitution is to overtake
the German State, that move lies still in the future. The
changes introduced with the constitution of the Empire, in
so far as they have been effectual, were such as were made
necessary by the larger scale on which the new national
jurisdiction was required to work, and involved only such
a modicum of delegated jurisdiction to parliamentary and
local organisations as would be expedient for the control
and usufruct of territory and resources, population, trade